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\ Biſhop of Rocheſter, | 
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The Earl of Dorſet and «Middleſex, 
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FROM THE 


Biſhop of Rocheſter, 


To the Right Honourable 


The Earl of Dorſet and eMuddleſex, 


LORD - CHAMBERLAIN 
O F 


His MAJESTIES bioutbol 


Concerning his Sitting in the 


Late Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, 


Thow act Sfl- bo = + 


In the Savoy : 
Printed by EDIV. JONES. © Mypcrixxxvin. 
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| From the | 
Biſhop of ROCHESTER, 
To the Right Honourable = q 
The Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex,&c. | 


NO Hh 


>» TI link I ſhould be want- .-, 

oY ing to my (ef at this i 

_ in my own nece{- l 
_ Vindication, ſhould Wl 

'bear any longer, to 

| give my Friends a 'T rue Account of 

| my Behaviour in the late Ecclefiaſtical 4 

A 2 Com- | 
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Commuſſion. "Fhough I profeſs, what 
I ſhall now lay, I only intend as a Rea- | 
ſonable Mitigation of the Offence I F 
| have given, not entirely to Juſtific my | 
Sitting in that Court 3 for which, I }F 
acknowledge , I have deſervedly in- | 
currd the Cenſure of many Good 
Men :: And FE wiſh I may ever be able 
to make a ſufficient Amends to my 
Country tor it. | 
Yet thus much, My Lord, I can | 
juſtly alledge for = ſelf, "That the | 
Commiſſion was made, and my. Name |} 
put. into it, altogether withoue my 
Knowledge ;. when I bapen'd to be at |þ 
Salsbary,. holding an Arcluepiſcopal | 
Vithcation with the Biſhop of Chiche- 
| fter,and other Commiſhoners : Where, 
by . God's Blelfting , we compoſed ſe- 
xeral'old-Difterences andt Animoſities, 
and reſtored Peace and Unity to that |þ 
Wiharth, £5. At 


7 ”® 
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Ar = return from thence to Lon- 
don, I found I was appointed to be 


one in a New Comnuſſjon : But I 


could never fee a Copy of it, nor did 
I ever hear its Contents, or know the 
Powers granted in it, fill the time of 
its being publicly open'd.at Whuehal ; 
whither I was ſent for, on purpoſe, in 
haſte, that very Morning, from my 
Houſe in the Country; being juſt come 
home fromz a Confirmation, and from 
paying my Duty to: Her Real High- 
nefs the Princeſs of Denmark at T un- 
bridge. i | 

Upon the firſt publiihing: the 


Commulſlion, ] contels., J through my” 


Jonorance-in the Laws, I had little or 
no ObjeQtion in:my T houghts-againft 


the Legality of it ; eWMfaily- when I: 


conſider'd, That having paſt the Broad 
Seal, it n-aſt needs, according to my 


Appre- 


K 


_.- id 
apprehenſion, have - been examin'd_ 
-and approved by the King's Learned 
Council-in the Law, Men generally 
 elteemed of emment Skill in their Pro- 
feſſhon, -Belides, I was farther con- 
firm's (though too raſhly I grant) 
in my Error, when I ſaw two Gentle- 
men of the Long Robe, Perſons of 
the greateſt Place and Authority in 
Weſt minſter -Halt,joyned with us; who, 
I ſhould have thought, would never 
have ventur'd their Fortunes and Re- 
purations, by exerciſing a Juriſdiction 
that was Illegal. 
AndI believ'd I had Reaſon to con- 
clude, That this very Argument might 
prevail alſo with ſome others of the: 
Temporal Lords, that fate among us. 
Particularly (EF: Earl of Rochefter 
has often aflurd me, 'twas that which 
induc'd him to accept of the Commiſ- 
ſion : 


VO EE Oe 
flon ; and that he did it, as I my ſelf 
did, with a purpoſe of doing as much 
Good as we were able, and of hindring 
as much Evil, as we poſſibly could, 
in that Unfortunate JunQure of At- 
fairs. FI ; 
| As for my own Part, I was ſtattled 
| when I perceived my Lord of Canter- 
| bury \crupled to be preſent with vs ; 
whoſe Example, 'tis true, I ought ra- 
ther to have followed than the great- 
eſt Lawyers in all Matters of Conſci- 
ence. Yet | hope his Grace will ex- 
cuſe me, 1t I declare, that I did not 
at firſt know He made a Matter 
of Conſcience of it.. Nor did I un- 
derſtand his Grace took Exception at 
the Lawtulneſs of the Commiſſion it 
ſelf, till after my Lord of London, was- 
Cited, and had Appear'd,. and An- 
ſwer'd,and the unjuſt Sentence was paſt 
againſt. him. For 


For it was on the very Day the 
Commiſſion was open'd, iminediate- 
ly, as I remember, after it was read, 
that my Lord of London was inform'd 
againſt, for not Suſpending Dr..Sharp : 
Which, though it exceedingly ſur- 
priz'd me at firſt, yet obſerving with 
what heat the Proſecution was like to be 
carryed on againſt him, that very Con- 
{1deration did the more incline me to 
Sit and Ac there, that I might be in 
ſome Capacity of doing Right to his 
Lordſhip. And whether I did him 
any Service through the whole Proceſs 
of his Cauſe, I leave it to my Lord 
himſelf to judge. That I gave my 
\ Poſitive Vote for his Acquittal, Both 
the Times when his Suſpenſion came 
m queſtion, I ſuppoſe I need not tell 
the World. | 


Having 
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Having thus, in the beginning of 
thar Court, and the higheſt Ferment 
of .it, freely diſcharg'd my ,Conſct- 
ence, by Endeavouring to clear my 
Lord of London, I muſt own, I thence- 
forth unawares took a Reſolution, 
which, how hurtful ſoever it may now | 
rove to my ſelf, yet I am ſtill apt to 

lieve, did the Church of England no 
T Diſfervice in the Main, My De- 
ſign, by continuing longer among, 
them, was to make ſure of one Vote at 
leaſt, and to do my Part, to the ut- 
moſt of my {mall Intereſt and Ab:lity, 
þ* to leflen the Blow which I fear'd was 
| coming on the Clergy, ſince it could 
not altogether be avoided. 

, And I was the more perſuaded to 
take this Courſe, not only becauſe the 
Legalicy or Illegality of the Conun{- 
ſion ſeem'd at firſt rather a Moot-caie, 


B <- ann 


C10 }. 
than a determin'd Point either way ; 
divers of the Principal Lawyers, as I 
was told, being divided in their Opi- 
nions concermng it. ; but alſs becauſe 
I: aw, ſome: other Perions were 
ready to fill my Chair there, as ſoon 
as it ihould be. empty ; Men of whoſe 
Principles and Pradtices [ was fo well 
aware, that I knew they would noe. 
have the ſame regard as my {elf for the- 
Churches Prefervation. And perhaps- 
I might add this. turcher tor the Exte- 
nuation of my: Fanlt, That T was not 
diſcouraged by ſome-Grave and Yor-- 
thy Perſons; for this very purpoſe, to- 
keep in ſome longer time :- But I for-- 
bear to-name them, that I may not in- 
volve any.”Good Man 1n my. Infehcity. 
However:, upon thele Motives T 
Aced, and, in purſuance of this :De- 
.  #en, God knows, I Voted, as long as- 
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I remained at the Board: Where all 
my Opinions were ſo contrary to the 
Humour of the Court, that I often 
thought my ſelf to be really in as much 
Hazard from the Commiſſion it (elf, 


7 my not Complying, as any of my 


zrethren could-be , that were out of 
EE Dk | 
_-T Appeal to all that were acquainted 
with the Tranſactions there, whether 
ever .[ gave my Conſent to any Jrre- 
gular or Arbitrary Sentence ; whether 
I did not conſtantly and-firmly Declare 
againſt every Extravagant Decree. I 
could almoſt preſume to-affirm, That 
I was, as far as in me lay, ſome way 
or other, a Common, Sollicitor , or 
Adyocate_ for all that were unjuſtly 
Proſecuted betore them. And] might 
exemplifie this beyond all. Contradi- 
Hon, if I ſhould enumerate every _ 
Ky: par- 
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particular _—_ that came under their 
Cognizance, ET 

Afeer my Lord of London was Sen. 
renced, his Lordſhip knows, 1 was al- 
ways upon the Watch to obſtruct all 
farther Proceedings againſt him, Nay, 
his Lordthip wal remembers, I had 
once obtained to have his Suſpenſion 
taken off, if he-would but have made 
an ordinary-Submiſſion. 

- FT hen [- was Zealous for Bw. 
College, im their Defence againſt Father 
Petre; 1n a Buſineſs cf ſo great Im- 
portance, that if the College had been 
overeome inthe Suit , that whole So- 
ciety muſ ſoon have been abandoned | 
to Po 
T&42% 1-my ombcld to © ppoſe the Vio- 
lent Perſecution upon the whole Elni- 
verſity of Cambridge ; when the Vice- 
Chancellor was ſuſpended his Office, 
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becauſe a Popith Prieſt,. who was one 
of the Miſſionaries to pervert the Scho- 
lars, was denied a Degree in their = 
Convocation. 


T faithfully Aſſiſted -and Served 
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_ Chriſt-Church in Oxford ,. when they Þ| 
were it danger of having new Statutes - I 


Impoſed upon them, which would Tn- 

tallibly have laid open thatReoyal Col- 
lege,to-the Ruine of their Good Learn- 
ing.and Religion, © + NS 

I abſolutely relrſted all the: Altera- 

tions in the Statutes: of S1dney-College, 

; and al| other Changes and. Abrogari- 
ons of Oaths, that were then made 
or deſigned in the Statutes of either 
Umverſity,. for the advantage of Por 
pith Priefls and Students,. and for the 
freer courſe . of Mandamnss in thew- 
Favour. 
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1 ever gave my Auvieh for all forts 
of Buſinels, to. be return'd into the þ 
.common courſe of Juftice ; as that all 


Eccleſiaſtical Matters ſhould be reter- "| 


red back to the ſeveral Bihops from 
whoſe Dioceles the Coangliing were 

: brought ; and that all Tnformations 
againſt Colleges and Hoſpttals; ſhould 
be recommitted: to their proper Viſi- 
tors. 

I perliſted qamarakle in my Diu- 
ſent 2098: every Yote.that paſted againſt 
-Magdalen-College in Oxford ; from their 
very firſt Citation before that Court, 
fo the cruel incapacitating of the Pre- 
{ident and Fellows. | 

I could mention-many has Parti- | 
culars, wherein T {ucceſsfully labour'd 
to relieve divers. of the interior. me 
greater Clergy from Oppreſſion.; 


prevent ſorge from being call'd Ag 
us 
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s | usatall; to preſerve others after they 
- | were accuſed by mahcious Sycophants- 
| and/Jnformers, that fwarm'd then every 


where : Some-in the Cafe of Tythes ; 

1 fome for preſſing- Churehwardens to- 

- take Lepal Oaths; ſome-for not Read- 

S ing, ſome for Preaching. againſt the- 

King's Declaration. (Hz 

- | © Burthereare Two Eminent Inſtan-- 
ces, which T cannot omit. The one,, 

" | FPhac when the Biſhop of Lincoln was- 

| Petitiond againft by his Arch-Dea-- 

" | eon, and there was, at that time, Tn- 

| olination- enough in the Court to pur-- 

| $ fre him 10 Extrenity, yet my Lord: 

Bifhop of Peterburgh, by mterceding; 

for him with the King; and. Þ with- 

the Commiſſioners, ſo eftectually: 

wrought, that the Proſecution againſt” 

him 'was difcountenanced and. fell. tos 

the Ground... 

Ehe: 
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- The other Inſtance concerns my Lord 


of Canterbury ; and I am confident his 


Grace will readily give me this Teſti- 


mony, That T ſerved him honeſtly and. 


1nduſtrioufly on foms Occaſtons,where- 
-12 he was like-to be embroiled with the 
Commiſſion ; which muſt inevitably 


have ended.-in his Grace's Suſpenſion at 


. leaſt,lince he was refolved,whenever he 


| ſhould be brought before them, what+- 
ever the | retence had been,to deny the 
whole Power and Juriſdiftion of. the 


Cour t 5 # 


.% * 


_ As for the laſt Scene tranſacted there, 


which was in Order to Cenſure the 
whole Clergy, for refuſing to Read the 
Declaration : In that I hope I need fay 
nothing in my Defence, 1t being pub- 
 licly known to the whole Nation, how 


I then demean'd my ſelf : how I broke 


looſe from the Commiſion in. a time, 


when 


Church-notfarther Sar icehere,and when 


the Popiſh Party was in the height af 
their Power.and Rage. Then was that 


I ppyned:my (elf again:corhe Common In- 
tereſt of: the honeſt Clergy, juftwhenthey 
were -en ;the very Brink ;of Deſtruction, 
before we ever:dream'd of this Glortens 
Deliverance. | 

This 3s:certain , that my leaving and 
hes ws at thatitime, did 
apparently exaſperate.the Papiſh Priefts, 
and eng leaden pf the Sſaitica Fa- 
Fon ggainft me, to the higheſt Degree 
imaginable... Nay, ſome W orthy Men 


 have-made mealmoſt fo vain as toffancy,, 


that my bidding the: Commiſion then = 

Farewel im ſo public and peremptory a 

Manner, WAS,0 1 confiderble Stroke to- 
Diflohution of che Commilgien 


it &]F. Ir js evident; thac.immedimely wp- 
On the -recett of my Letter, wherein \ re- 
Pp C nounc'd 


when I was convinced 1 could :do 1he 


fuſion for Six Months, and ſcarce ever 
met afterwards. PITT 3 
Thus far Lam ſure, my perpetual Be- 
haviour therein,was ſo much all of a piece, 
ſodirectly againſt the Vogue of the Court, 
and the Counkil of Popery then prevail- 
ing ; and the Efte&s of it did fo viltbly 
deſtroy my former Intereſt wh the King, 
that whereas it is manifeſt, ] was, when 
the Commiſsion began; in as fair a pro- 
bability as any Clergy-Man in England; 
to receive great” Effects of His Majeſties 
Favour ; yet after my Oppoliag my Lord 
Biſhop of Londox's Suſpention, and my 
other Votes Conformable-to that,] fell by 
Degrees under His ſevere Diſpleaſure. .- 
' '] might add moreover, : that itis very 
probable, I was at laſt in-more-imminent 


Danger than any. of myiBrethren Þ | lay, | 


my Lord, than any of my Brethren, the 


Seven Petitioning Biſhops, and my Lord 
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nounc'd them, they Adjourned in Con- 
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of London” only excepted ; whoſe Merits 
and Sifferings,in' Aﬀerting'our Laws and 
Religion, were fo CO —_ by coit- 
ſequence the Fury of the Papiſts againſt 
them ſo implacable, that perhaps it would 
be” Preſumption ' in any 'other- Clergy - 
Man', mich more-in Me, to comein 
Competition -with' Them for © either of 
theſe Honours, / * - ET net 
- * Upon the whole 'Marner therefore, rho' 
as to the Legal Part of the Commiſsion; 
which belong'd to Lawyers-to:judge. of; 
I was miſtaken, for Acting in it at all : 
Yet in the Conſcientious Part"; which 
propesly concern, d meas a.Duvine, to Act - 
in it honeſtly and ſincerely, according to 
the-beſt. of-tmy Jadgmedt, "iy that; 1f ' 
ſhall not be thought to deſerve Thanks, 
yet ] hope I may obtain Pardon from all 
Mem of Candor and Tngenuty. 

My Lord, T know yout Lordſhip's Ge- 


nerolity and Tender- Concern for your 


, { Friends, 


- 


